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Electricity	/	Electronics	

Wire	Gauge	
	

Wire	gauge	is	the	physical	size	of	the	wire,	rated	in	gauge	
size.	For	instance,	common	sizes	include	14-,	12-,	10-,	8-,	6-,	
and	2-gauge	wire.	The	gauge	of	the	wire	dictates	the	amount	of	
current	that	can	safely	pass	through	the	electrical	wire.		
	

	
	
Electrical	current	is	measured	as	ampacity.	As	a	guide,	#14	
wire	is	good	for	15	amps,	#12	wire	is	good	for	20	amps,	#10	
wire	is	good	for	30	amps.	As	the	number	gets	smaller,	the	size	
of	the	wire	gets	larger	and	the	amount	of	amps	it	can	handle	
also	gets	larger.		



	
	

	


